MOTION TO WAIVE THE TWO-MILE BUFFER ZONE
A two-mile Buffer Zone from the border of the City of Bonita Springs northward to Williams Road prevents the citizens of this area of Estero from participating in the determination of how they will be governed, either as an unincorporated area or a part of a new municipality.
Approximately 7000 residences and 4500 registered Florida voters are located within this Buffer Zone.  Florida citizens in the Buffer Zone are disenfranchised from their right to vote on governance options, a right that is enjoyed by all the other voters in Estero.  The residents of the Buffer Zone have a right to equal treatment with the residents of other parts of Estero. The residents of the Buffer Zone deserve to know whether they will be able to join with the other residents of Estero should they choose to apply for incorporation.
The City of Bonita Springs has had the opportunity to annex all or part of the Buffer Zone since December 31, 2004 and has taken no action.  A survey of all the registered voters of the Buffer Zone in February, 2005 found that 83% of the respondents did not want the two-mile area in which they reside to be annexed by the city of Bonita Springs.
Therefore, I move that the Estero Council of Community Leaders petition the Local Legislative Delegation to waive the requirement of the two-mile Buffer Zone for incorporation from the northern boundary of the City of Bonita Springs if the City of Bonita Springs has not annexed this area or renounced its intention to annex this area by no later than December 31, 2009.
Presented to:
Estero Council of Community Leaders

Date:

November 16, 2007

By:

John Goodrich



Delegate of Pelican Sound Golf and River Club

