Major 2007 Legislative Issues
Impacting Estero Residents

Condominium Association Insurance

On March 28th about 100 Estero residents attended a meeting sponsored by the ECCL Insurance Reform Task Force. The meeting featured three representatives of the Consumer Services Division of The Florida Department of Financial Services. Sen. Saunders and Rep. Williams were represented by staff at the meeting. 

The officials confirmed that the actions taken by the legislature during their special session in January mainly focused upon individual homeowner insurance and that nothing significant was changed as far as condominium association insurance. They recommended that we contact our local legislators to inform them of our condo association insurance problems and encourage them to initiate and support changes for these associations. 

One week later the Task Force met with legislative staffers for Rep. Trudi Williams and Rep. Mike Davis to advise them that the reforms adopted in January ignores a huge constituency, the millions of Florida residents who live in buildings owned in large part by condominium associations. They continue to be subject to an essentially unregulated  insurance market which is saddling them with enormous rate increases (most over 100% and many above 200%) and, in the process, threatening the economic vitality of Florida (for example- Lee County condo sales are down 27% year over year). 

What is needed immediately is an amendment to HB 7077 that would give Resident Owned Condo Associations (ROCA’s) the same status/treatment under Florida laws and regulations (including HB1A, the recently enacted reform legislation) as homeowners. Once a condominium association has been transferred from the developer to the residents, it is a personal line of coverage, not a commercial line of coverage as it is presently classified. 
Thus far no bill has been introduced in the Senate that would address this need, although Sen. Jeff Atwater has conducted a hearing on the issue.  

Preemption of Municipal/County Permitting Authority over Mining
The Florida Association of Counties (FAC), Lee County and the Corkscrew Rural Community Planning Committee, among others, have expressed their opposition to HB 7121. This bill provides that local governments may not adopt or enforce ordinances that prohibit or prevent the construction or operation of a limestone mine on lands that were approved for use in mining, classified as mining lands, or zoned for mining as of March 1, 2007. 

This provision would effectively silence the authority of local government in land use planning decisions; accelerate the conversion of agricultural lands to industrial development; increase the likelihood of property rights claims and litigation; and set bad policy for growth management in Florida. 

The Corkscrew Rural Community makes the following points in its communications about this legislation:

“The Corkscrew Rural Community is located in Southeast Lee County and is situated entirely within the boundaries of the land use category designated in the Lee Comp Plan as Density Reduction / Groundwater Recharge (DR/GR). Mining is deemed an allowable use throughout the DR/GR, subject to zoning permit approvals on a case-by-case basis. Recently accelerating mining development pressures in the DR/GR have caused great concern among residents throughout the county who anticipate permanent loss of open spaces, critical wildlife habitat, and rural community aesthetics.”
“We believe that HB 7121 and similar bills, SB 2784 and SB 2804, represent the direct response of the mining industry to the 2006 Lake Belt Mining decision by Senior U.S. Dist. Judge William Hoeveler. Further, we believe these legislative proposals are the result of mining industry efforts to generate false concern and urgency about an aggregate resource shortage where no immediate shortage exists. While we recognize the statewide importance of adequate supply of construction aggregates, we sincerely hope that land use planning issues related to mining can continue to be resolved at the local level.”
“We urge you to steadfastly oppose this bill and any similar legislation which would preempt existing authority over land use decisions related to mining.”
Reducing the Review of Wetland Permitting

HB 957/SB 2082 is an environmental permitting bill that many environmentally conscious organizations and Governor Crist have opposed during this session.  It has been amended so that it would take away the right of local governments to enact or enforce a wetland regulatory program except through the state environmental resource permit program.  
That means that counties would not be able to enact or enforce more strict regulations than those imposed by the State. The proponents say that all they want to do is eliminate duplication. However, the bill would eliminate the effectiveness of the environmental permitting program passed during the 2006 session, one that allowed local governments to enforce a higher standard on environmental permitting than the State of Florida.  HB 957, as amended, could lead to large scale filling of wetlands in a state that has already lost over half of its wetlands.

See the attached News Press editorial opposing this bill. 

Our Representative Trudi Williams is the primary sponsor of HB 957.  
