Cumulative assessment of mining in Lee County’s DR/GR
New mining activities in Lee County should not proceed without a full understanding of the state of the mining industry in the county and without considering all impacts of this heavy industrial use. 

Massive expansion of mining proposed for Lee County’s DR/GR:

· In 2002, a total of 5,500 acres of land had been mined in Lee County. 

· In the last 5 years acreage has nearly doubled: 5,000 additional acres permitted for mines. 

· Today, applications to approve mining activities on more than 3,000 additional acres are being reviewed by the County.

· Other DR/GR landowners have declared their intent to mine more than 13,000 additional acres. 

Clearly, an accumulation of mining operations over time in an area as large as the DR/GR has created impacts of regional significance. Lee County has already breached the threshold that should prompt a broader study of these regional impacts. 

County Government is responsible for planning proactively for mining land use decisions. Proactive planning is needed to assure sustainable development and protection of social, economic, and environmental health on both a site specific and a broad scale. This proactive planning should require establishment and maintenance of existing baseline conditions, and a careful assessment of direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of mining activities.

· There’s too much we don’t know about the Lee mining industry. Gather baseline data: quantify permitted mines; what has been dug up so far?; where is it going?; what’s the quality?; how much do we have left?; how long will it last?; who will get what we have left?; how much is left behind when a mine is abandoned? Compare this to other counties. Where can we improve efficiencies in extraction, utilization, transport? How are we recycling? How can we promote use of alternative materials?
· There’s too much we don’t know about the cumulative impacts of mining. Carefully assess impacts on: wildlife & habitat, future water supply, water quality, surface water management, wetlands & uplands ecology, the transportation network, quality of life for existing & future residents and residential activities. 
· Review County criteria for mining permits. Review County protocol for compliance with conditions, code enforcement, etc.  Should there be long term monitoring of mines? For what conditions? 

