 
 
Dear Estero Council of Community Leaders:
 
I want to thank you for the opportunity to come give a presentation on our petition for an administrative hearing on the Agripartners SFWMD ERP permit. The Conservancy of Southwest Florida believes that this canal will have deleterious affects on water quality, aquifer recharge, water storage and retention, wildlife habitat and wetlands – both on and off of the site.  
 
By filing the petition to the ERP, we have effectively delayed the applicant from turning dirt until this situation is reviewed further.  The resources that we are up against are immense, and we’ve estimated that litigating the Agripartners permit will require approximately $50,000 in legal expenses and $15,000 for hydrological modeling. As a donation supported citizens-action group, we depend on citizens and community financial support in order to have the necessary resources needed to successfully challenge these detrimental decisions and to affect positive change. We hope that your group and the participating individuals will consider becoming organizational and individual members.  Additionally, we would welcome any individual that would like to make a separate additional contribution as well towards the Agripartners litigation above and beyond membership dues.  Individuals wishing to do so can indicate on a separate contribution from their membership dues, the words “for Agripartners litigation” on their checks/donation to ensure that it is directed to specifically underwrite this effort.  
 
We have just received notice that our petition has been forwarded to the Division of Administrative Hearings (Lee County’s has been rejected, but their counsel is reworking and resubmitting within the next 21 days). With the petition being forwarded, the race for hearing preparation begins and there is urgency to garnering as much support and resources as we can to prepare the strongest case possible. We hope we can count on Estero Council of Community Leader’s support and please feel free contact me with any further questions you may have. Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
Jennifer Hecker
Natural Resource Policy Manager
Conservancy of Southwest Florida
1450 Merrihue Drive
Naples, Florida 34102
(239)  262-0304  x250
FAX   262-5872
 Protecting Southwest Florida's unique natural environment and quality of life. now and forever.
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