Estero Community Improvement Foundation

20981 Andiron Place 

Estero, Florida 33928

(239) 949-4050

doneslick@comcast.net


March12, 2007

Ms. D. M. Lummus

Mr. R. W. Jensen

Mr. E. R. Titcomb, Jr.

Post Office Box 3267

Palm Beach, Florida 33480-3267

Dear Ms. Lummus, Messrs. Jensen and Titcomb, Jr.:

The Estero Community Improvement Foundation (ECIF) is pleased to submit a proposal to the Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation for $40,000 to fund a study of “Effective Planning Alternatives for Rural Lee County”. 

Over the last few years, the Estero Council of Community Leaders (ECCL), an affiliate of the ECIF, has participated with a coalition of civic and environmental groups to successfully obtain the support of the Lee County Commission for a consolidation of numerous studies of the remaining rural areas of Lee County, called the Density Reduction/Groundwater Resource (DR/GR) area.  The DR/GR contains 150 square miles of land that need to be carefully managed because of their environmental sensitivity, extensive wildlife habitat areas, their influence on our water supply, the impact of their natural flowways and wetlands on Estero Bay and their ability to provide flood control in adjacent residential areas.  Every year the threat of unplanned, piecemeal development in the area from developer and mining interests increases dramatically; the cumulative impacts of unplanned development could be catastrophic. 

The purpose of the proposed study would be to evaluate better approaches for updating the inadequate planning for this area and for preserving the environmentally sensitive and resource-rich areas within it.  The ECIF, the ECCL and the coalition would then use these ideas to formulate recommendations, to build public support for them and to convince the Lee County Board of Commissioners to proceed with carrying out an optimum strategy for this area.

If the grant is approved, the principal investigator on the project is proposed to be Bill Spikowski, a long time, well respected Lee County planner who held high level planning positions at the time the DR/GR was created. The project needs to get underway immediately upon grant approval because the County study that will trigger the DR/GR planning process is expected to become available in May of this year. Most of the work to be financed by the grant will be completed by the fall of the year and all of it year the end of 2007. 

We have attached letters from the coalition members as evidence that there is already widespread support for the proposal, thus enhancing the prospects for its recommendations’ being implemented by the Board of County Commissioners.  Thank you for your consideration of this urgent request.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact me using the information provided above.

Sincerely,

Donald F. Eslick

Chairman

