SUMMARY OF ESTERO PLANNING WORKSHOP

ECPP Public Meeting # 81, Oct 28, 2006

At South County Regional Library

Theme: “Taking the Estero Community Plan to the next level”

ATTENDEES:  (27), Jack Lienesch, Cherie Akers, Jacqueline Toemmes, Ron Nino, Les Gurdin, Larry Scrabis, Elizabeth Wright, Beverly Banks, Gordon Banks, Dick Schweers, Shirley Schweers, Marie Thorpe, George Hausmin, Adele Amico, John Goodrich, Roy Hyman, Jane Sespariak, Andy D’Jamoos, Don Eslick, Lin Welch, Greg Toth, Dan Delisi, Dick Young, Denise Scott, Gerald Simons, Jim Wallace, Neal Noethlich.
MEETING GOALS:
Begin the formal process of revising The Estero Community Plan.
Define what “taking The Estero Community Plan to the next level” means.
Define how we expect The Estero Community Plan to benefit our community.

Define what we want in The Estero Community Plan.

SITUATION:

__ Estero today is different than 5 years ago.

__ With a Broad Vision, take a fresh look at the Community Plan.

__ Need good community input.

PUBLIC INPUT ON ELEMENTS and PROCESS: 
A listing of publicly expressed thoughts follows. This list is intended to record the subject/issue, but not to fully document the thought or to consolidate similar thoughts. Nor is there any intent to resolve opposing views. All of that will have to be part of the ongoing effort. Any omissions or mis-interpretations on my part are not intentional. Attendees are encouraged to respond with clarifications and  corrections.
__ Open Space: How to connect to the community?


__ Koreshan Park, Estero Scrub, Boomer Property. Passive Use?


__ More Holistic View. Create more connectivity/ Interconnectivity.


__ New Urbanism.

__ Make community more pedestrian friendly.


 __More bike paths/access.

__ Disseminate info more broadly/direct to HOA’s? Better communication/links to websites of HOA’s


__ There is room for more of Old Florida Style. In historic district for one.

__ More public involvement needed, not just “keep me informed”.


__ Try different venues for ECPP meetings to pull more people into process.


__ Transportation interconnects, keep pressure on county staff.


__ Better “actual” park access.

__ More open space, also eastward, make 50% as the standard.

__ Development going forward.

__ Deal with surface roads.

__ Trucks on Corkscrew Rd are a problem.

__ Traffic speeding on Three Oaks, Corkscrew rd to Coconut Rd.

__ Commercial development inclusion so we stay local.

__  Maintenance of ditch along Corkscrew Rd.
__ Workforce/affordable housing to be actually in Estero.

__ Stay suburban, no mixed use.

__ Historic District
__ Overlays

__ Rt 41 water retention/collection pond problem.

__ Taxing district for water issues?

__ Keep public/private relationships

__ Mixed Use is a trend and is not like “Celebration”, in Estero Infrastructure in place. Needs outside traffic, ungated, pedestrian friendly, traffic calming, higher density.

__ Estero is a regional hub, not a quiet village, has hit critical mass.

__ Impact fees may have a negative impact—e.g. on affordable housing.

__ We are at a critical point, not just “how we look”

__ Running out of time.

__ At six units per acre cannot do affordable housing because of land prices.

__ Allow density in controlled situations.

__ We get what we allow—e.g. trees are not required along sidewalks/paths.

__ Perimeter fencing is a problem.

__ Make website more interactive, use as means of feedback. 

__ Where is the mechanism to pay for what the community wants? State and County have not yet addressed this.

__ Where is the heart of Estero? To where does one direct someone who asks? Should the Plan identify a center, a focus of meaningful space?

__ Old Florida style is difficult to work with for large scale buildings.

__ How best to blend different styles and to work them into community?

__ “Children” where do we put schools, greenspace? Slum areas follow density.
Also where do we put fire stations?

__ Invite Urban Land Institute/others to comment.
__ Public art in public spaces, the new park? Elsewhere?

__ Density must be debated.

__ Eastward extension of Planning Area Boundary? Water quality issues could be addressed.

Floways, Estero River and Halfway creek.

__ Natural resources.

__ Focus our efforts on what can be accomplished thru community planning in cooperation with Estero Council of Community Leaders and other Estero Groups.

__ ECCL’s growth management strategy—integrate into planning effort, very complementary.

__ Seek enhanced role for EDRC to ensure that EDRC can require a developer to come back again to the community.

__ Explore enhanced role for ECPP—as an advisory committee to Staff or BoCC?
NEXT STEPS:


__ Identify all the issues we wish to consider/undertake.


__ Form a Planning sub-committee:



Dan Delisi, Chair


Lin Welch, Roy Hyman, John Goodrich, Gerald Simons, Adele Amico,      perhaps others to be identified (request ECCL support).
__ Develop a Project Scope of Work.
__ Seek County Funding.
__ Develop a Communications Plan targeting County and Estero Community.

__ Request Staff Representative to participate and communicate back to Staff.

__ Design and conduct survey.
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