November 15, 2006

Dear Commissioner:
The undersigned organizations appreciate the sense of urgency the Board of Commissioners have assigned to the comprehensive analysis of studies, reports, maps, and other scientific data pertaining to the natural resource values in the Density Reduction/Groundwater Resource (DR/GR) area.  This analysis is to lead to growth management plan amendments that preserve the integrity of existing rural communities, protect and restore wildlife habitats, wetlands, flow-ways, water quality and supply, prevent the creation of incompatible neighbors and direct incompatible uses to appropriate areas.

One of the consultant’s work products should be a series of maps that clearly define and show the environmental resources with each resource being a layer that can be compiled to give an overall assessment of the natural resources within the DR/GR. This work product would also support Resource Protection policies (under Goal 107) within the Lee County Comprehensive Plan.  

In order to develop this definitive map, we request that the scope of work include consideration of the following:

General Studies

· The Arnold Report

· US Army Corps of Engineers SW Florida Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), including Appendix H

· CR951 PD&E Study

· SW Florida Feasibility Study including the Regional Restoration Map

Habitat Studies

· Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Closing the Gaps in Florida’s Wildlife Habitat Conservation System (Gaps Report)

· Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Coastal Conservation Corridor Regional Wildlife Habitat Plan 

· US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Multi-Species Recovery Plan including the Florida Panther Subteam Report

· US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Florida Panther Recovery Plan

· US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Florida Panther Consultation Key and map of Consultation Area

· Lee County Panther Study

Scientific Paper

· Kautz et al, How much is enough? Landscape-scale conservation for the Florida Panther, Biological Conservation 130 (March 2006)

Maps

· Florida Natural Areas Inventory maps

· Estero Bay Agency for Bay Management Map

· SFWMD Land Cover (most recent data)

· Hydric soils maps

· National Wetland Inventory map

Scientific Data

· Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Florida Panther Annual Report, December 2005

· Florida Panther Telemetry

· Florida Panther Road Kills

· Florida Black Bear Road Kills
· FFWCC wading bird and wood stork nesting locations and core foraging areas
Legal Decisions

· Florida Rock Mine #2 Federal Permit Revocation – Judge James Robertson’s August 2004 order

· Lake Belt Mining Decision – Judge William Hoeveler’s March 2006 order

We recommend that the scope of work include a firm timeline for what is to be done when and details on what the final work product must include.   

Lastly, we urge that the prior work product of the competing consultants be carefully reviewed and former clients be contacted for their evaluation of the finalists’ work prior to final consultant selection.

Thank you for considering our suggestions.

Sincerely,

Don Eslick, on behalf of:
Audubon of Florida
Audubon of Southwest Florida
Collier County Audubon Society

Conservancy of Southwest Florida

Corkscrew Rural Community
Estero Civic Association
Estero Council of Community Leaders

Florida Wildlife Federation

National Wildlife Federation

Responsible Growth Management Coalition

Sanibel-Captiva Audubon Society
