October ___, 2007

Lee County Board of County Commissioners

Bob Janes, Chair

Brian Bigelow

Ray Judah

Tammy Hall

Frank Mann

Old Lee County Courthouse
2120 Main Street

Fort Myers, FL 33901

Re:
LANDSCAPE AND FERTILIZER MANAGEMENT PRACTICES ORDINANCE
Dear Honorable Commissioners:
The undersigned organizations and the many citizens we represent want to thank you for your leadership in the march toward a sustainable approach to the management of this county’s natural resources.   A strong Landscape and Fertilizer Management Practices Ordinance will be a meaningful step in the right direction and we are committed, as you are, to ensuring the efficacy and viability of this new ordinance.  

In as much, we hereby submit our technical recommendations related to the Proposed Ordinance.  In the attached document you will find both our recommended actions and the rationale for each of those recommendations.  We have set forth our positions on the following issues:  
1. Restricted Rainy Season Duration;
2. Applicability:  Professional, Institutional and Non-Professional Landscapers; 

3. Registration, Training and Certification of Landscapers;
4. Fertilizer Content and Application Rate;
5. Buffer/Fertilizer-Free Zones;
6. Mode of Application:  Deflector Shields;
7. No Mow/Low Maintenance Zones;
8. Public Education ;
9. Exemptions: “Damaged Turf;” and
10. Enforcement

We have spent considerable time and effort in order to present these recommendations in a manner that should assist you in your work to complete the language of the ordinance.  

We appreciate your consideration of our recommendations and would welcome your response in the form that is most convenient for you.  
Thank you again for understanding how important fertilizer management is to the health and future of our county’s citizens, environment and economy.
Sincerely,
Ellen Peterson
Calusa Group of the 
Sierra Club
Rae Ann Wessel
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation

Marti Daltry

Caloosahatchee River Citizens Association/River Watch 

Pete Quasius
Audubon of Southwest Florida, Inc.

Jennifer Hecker

Conservancy of Southwest Florida

Kirk Woodbury
PURRE
Nora Demers

Responsible Growth Management Coalition

Jim Beever

Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council
