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The Strategic Aggregates Study completed by the natural resource consulting firm, Lampl Herbert Consultants, for FDOT in March 2007 is consistently cited as the reason why the Florida Legislature should enact legislation limiting the ability of local governments throughout Florida to authorize and regulate rock mining within their boundaries.   

While this report paid scant attention to natural resource and environmental protection….the reasons why communities and local governments closely reviewed all rock mining applications, the geologically certified study provides considerable evidence that Lee and Collier Counties are not the long-term answer to FDOT’s aggregate needs should Lake Belt aggregate production be reduced.
In this regard the studies found:

· Except for the Rinker Mining Complex on Alico Road the other Lee County mines do not produce the high quality “certified aggregate” that FDOT and other road builders need. 
“With the exceptions of a few mines 40 miles north of Tampa and one in Fort Myers, rock found in most mines throughout the rest of Florida is too soft or otherwise unsuitable for aggregate applications.”
“The Rinker Mine is significant for this area because it is able to produce certified aggregates for FDOT use while other mines produce limerock and some commercial aggregates. The original planners for the Rinker Mine located it in an area of unusually hard rock within the Tamiami Limestone. For the most part, the Tamiami Limestone is soft throughout its range, and the only crushed stone materials that can be made from this resource are limerock and fill.”

· They further state that for the most part Tamiami Limestone….that which is in Lee and Collier Counties… is soft throughout its range…thus is only good for limerock and fill. 
“The limestone resources in Collier and Lee Counties are in the Tamiami Limestone which is generally softer and less durable than the Miami Limestone found in the Lake Belt. Hard and durable resources have been found and exploited in both counties; however, but the available reserves are dwindling and mine sites may be expected to be restricted by land use and environmental plans. “
Thus Lee and Collier Counties are not the answer to FDOT’s problems, if indeed; the Lake Belt mines cannot continue to produce at their planned levels.

On the other hand two central and northern Florida Limerock “Resource Areas” contain areas of hard limerock that, if developed into megamines, could, over time, replace any lost FDOT quality aggregate production in the Lake Belt area.

Hernando, Sumter and Citrus County Resource Areas
“The Hernando, Sumter, and Citrus County area has reserves of durable rock from the Suwannee, Ocala and Avon Park Limestone formations…
“Several regional supply mines are operating in this area with truck hauling to the Orlando and Tampa markets. However, with rail improvements, highly efficient mega-mines could be developed in the next several decades.”

The Taylor and Dixie County Resource Area
“This area has high potential as a limestone resource area because of the presence of hard rock and the rural and undeveloped character of the area.”…

“The Florida Geological Survey, Department of Environmental Protection, in partnership with the U.S. Geological Survey will be mapping this area over the next two years.”…

“If the reserves are present in this area, then a “Lake Belt North” scenario could be developed to include several mega-mines.”

“Taylor County is one of the few places in Florida with mineral resources that are potentially of comparable quality to the Lake Belt and has deposits with characteristics making them viable for large scale, highly efficient production.”

We would urge Lee County and other local officials to urge FDOT and the Governor’s Aggregate Task Force to focus on planning for the areas of the state with great potential for high quality aggregate and on upgrading our port and rail facilities so that more quality aggregate can be imported rather than usurping the responsibility of all Florida’s local governments regarding this product.
Thus we urge you to approve the moratorium tentatively adopted by the BOCC on September 18th.

