The undersigned organizations and individuals strongly support the framework for Density Reduction/Groundwater Resource (DR/GR) area comprehensive plan amendments as drafted by Dover Kohl and modified by Lee County staff (staff).

Our coalition of stakeholders, representing diverse perspectives, offers our support for the DR/GR Comprehensive Plan amendments as proposed by staff.  We believe that specific key elements included within the proposed amendments, as stated below, are critical to implementation of the DR/GR plan and we ask the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) to approve the transmittal of these amendments:

1. Future Limerock Mining Overlay

These policies and accompanying map provide a well-defined process to direct future mining to locations where extraction of aggregate will not result in incompatibility with groundwater recharge, conservation and existing residential uses.  We support staff’s recommendation for the Future Limerock Mining Overlay.  

[Objective 30.1 and its implementing policies; Goal 10, Objective 10.1 and 10.2 and their implementing policies; Map 14, Including Area B in the Amended Map 14, which Contains the Eastern 240 Acres of the Galvano Property] 

2. Historic Surface and Groundwater Levels Overlay 

The Lee Plan currently requires all land uses within the DR/GR to be compatible with “maintaining surface and groundwater levels at their historic level” (FLUE Policy 1.4.5).  The difficulty in applying this policy is due to subjectivity in defining “historic levels” and implementation has been hindered because no specific date for “historic” has been established.  The proposed addition to this policy and accompanying map would establish 1953 as the benchmark for “historic” and delineate the surface and groundwater levels at this date.  We support Dover Kohl and Staff’s Definition of Historic Levels for the Surface and Groundwater Overlay.  
[FLUE Policies 1.4.5 and 1.7.14; Map 24]
3. Priority Restoration Overlay

Identification of lands for potential future restoration and/or acquisition is an important planning tool.  The future restoration/acquisition areas and their prioritization as proposed by staff and Dover Kohl coincide with both currently-established public acquisition boundaries and lands that will provide additional environmental benefit and connectivity with public lands.  We support inclusion of the Priority Restoration Overlay.  
[FLUE Objective 30.2 and its implementing policies; Map 25 (to be replaced by Page 4 of Map 1)] 
4. Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) Program Directing Mix-Use Development to Appropriate Locations

We support the utilization of a TDR program directing development to designated Mixed-Use Communities, especially along SR82.  As Lee County is beginning the 2035 Long Range Transportation Planning process, designation of these development nodes will allow Lee County to focus future transportation dollars to roads that correspond to future planned development.  Linking land use and transportation planning in this manner will greatly benefit the County.  We support the TDR program directing development to Mixed-Use Communities, especially to the SR82 corridor.  We also concur with staff and Dover Kohl in recommending the allowable increase in housing units from TDRs within the DR/GR be limited to 6,000 residential units.  
[FLUE Policy 1.7.13; Objective 30.3 and its implementing policies; Map 17 as proposed by staff]
5. Rural Community Designation at Appropriate Locations and Removal of Edison Farms as a Future Rural Community
We support staff’s recommendation to remove rural community designation from the Edison Farms site, based upon that site’s location within the Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed (CREW) boundary, its status as primary panther habitat, the amount of wetlands it contains and the lack of infrastructure – roads, water and sewer.   We also ask that an overall assessment of the costs and benefits of the Rural Communities designation be conducted to ensure this land use category can support the development it proposes to generate.  

[Map 17 as proposed by staff] 
In addition to these areas of specific support, we also have several suggestions that we believe will provide further structure to this DR/GR plan, and request that the BOCC consider the following recommendations during transmittal deliberation:

1. Strengthen FLUE Policy 1.4.5.2.c by Adding Language that Requires Density from Mine Pits be Extinguished and Density from Remaining Mine Acreage be Extinguished or Transferred to a Mixed-Use Community

2. Restrict Fill Dirt Pits Within the DR/GR to the Allowed Mining Areas of Map 14, the Future Limerock Mining Overlay

3. Include Language that Requires Minimum Standards for Zoning or Development Order Approvals for Mines and for All Required Monitoring Reports Within FLUE Policies 10.2.6 and 10.2.7

4. Include Language in Policy 30.2.3 to Provide a County Commitment to Seek Funding and/or Other Government’s Approval for Acquisition, Protection and Restoration of the Lands Within the Priority Restoration Areas, as Depicted on the Proposed Amendment of Page 4 of Map 1

The DR/GR planning effort officially commenced with the release of the McLane Report in May 2007 and since that time has involved all stakeholders and interested parties, including environmental organizations, civic groups, landowners and mining interests.  Over a two-year period, there were 23 official DR/GR advisory committee meetings and no less than 9 public hearings to solicit input on DR/GR planning.  Countless technical reports and data sources were utilized in the creation of the DR/GR amendments, resulting in a proposed overlay that is comprehensive, data-driven, equitable and defensible.  These amendments are proceeding based upon the BOCC-required timeframe for transmittal within this year’s growth management plan amendment cycle.  

The DR/GR amendments may be the County’s last and best chance to provide a meaningful framework for planning the future of Southeast Lee County.  We ask the BOCC to transmit the amendments as staff has recommended, with consideration of our additional four policy recommendations.   
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